A commercially available antibiotic mixture effectively decreased overgrowth of Sabouraud medium by gram-negative flora frequently found in the sputum of hospitalized patients.
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Isolation of fungi on Sabouraud medium is largely dependent upon the inability of the accompanying bacteria to develop in the presence of acid production from the breakdown of the medium's large amount of glucose, an acidity which the fungi tolerate relatively well. Unfortunately, various species of bacteria, particularly the enterobacteria and the pseudomonads, tolerate acidity to different degrees, and in the presence of heavy bacterial contamination the sought-after fungus may not grow. Because of these inadequacies, Robinson and Kotcher (5) suggested the addition of penicillin and streptomycin to the usual formula, and Cooke (1) One-hundred consecutively submitted specimens were compared (Table 1) . Only Candida species were recovered, and the Sabouraud-NP (Sabouraud Dextrose Agar with added neomycinpolymyxin B) had the highest rate of recovery, 71 of the isolates being C. albicans and 2 being C. parakrusei. The C. parakrusei strains were not detected on either of the other Sabouraud media, VOL. 17, 1969 and no fungi were detected in the media with poorer recovery rates that were not also found on those media with better rates. Not only did the Sabouraud-NP yield fewer cultures with bacteria, but bacterial growth in the contaminated speci- mens was scant in all cases and isolation of suspicious colonies was done with ease, whereas heavy overgrowth regularly occurred in the other media.
It is concluded that the addition of a neomycinpolymyxin B mixture to Sabouraud Dextrose Agar is a useful adjunct in the isolation of fungi and a definite improvement over earlier modifications containing penicillin and streptomycin or chloramphenicol. It is suggested that a similar modification of cycloheximide-containing Sabouraud agar would be expected to improve the performance of that medium.
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